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   Programme for SGSSS Induction 2025 

  Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th November 

 

 

Venue: Level 9 Executive Suite, Technology and Innovation Centre, University of Strathclyde, 99 
George Street, Glasgow, G1 1RD 

 

Day 1, 10 – 5pm 

 

10:00 – 10:30   Registration & Refreshments 

 
When you arrive, please sign in with us at the welcome desk where you will be greeted by members 
of the SGSSS team. Refreshments will be available. 

 

10:30 – 11:00    Welcomes and ‘What is SGSSS’? 

SGSSS Director, Professor Graeme Nixon 

Graeme will provide you with an overview of who SGSSS are, what we do, and how we operate. He 
will discuss how SGSSS fits into the wider doctoral training landscape in the UK, and outline some of 
the ways SGSSS can support you in your PhD. You will also get to meet the SGSSS team including the 
academic staff and professional services colleagues. 

 

11:00 – 11:40   Training and Challenge Pathways Overview 

SGSSS Deputy Directors, Dr Katy Keenan & Professor Alan Marshall 

In this session, you will hear from Alan and Katy about how the SGSSS training program is structured 
through the lens of Challenge Pathways. You will learn about the training SGSSS offers for advanced 
and specialist methods, professional development and more. The students in your Challenge 
Pathway will be with you as you progress through your PhD, providing you with different disciplinary 
perspectives on the same grand social challenge. We will explain how we plan to work with you to 
support and develop shared learning and engagement opportunities within Challenge Pathways. 

 

 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/research/technologyandinnovationcentre/
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11:40 – 12:40   Challenge Pathway Networking Activity 

SGSSS, Associate Directors (Challenge Pathways): Dr Yuki Kamide, Professor Kathy Hamilton 
and Dr Shari Sabeti 

In this session you will have a chance to meet your Challenge Pathway Leads as well as other 
students in your cohort and pathway. It will involve activities to help you all get to know each other 
better and explore synergies in your work.  

 

12:40 – 13:40   Lunch (catering will be provided) 

 

13:40 – 15:30   Planning your PhD Project 

SGSSS Directors for Training, Dr Katy Keenan & Dr Roxanne Connelly 

In this session we will consider how to approach planning your PhD project in a way which 
maximises your productivity and positive wellbeing. Katy and Roxanne will share their advice for 
PhD project planning, and you will be given the opportunity to discuss and share what works for 
you. We will also consider things that might go wrong in the messy and demanding world of 
social science research, and how you might anticipate and mitigate the challenges you might 
face. 

 

15:30 – 16:00   Break (refreshments will be provided) 

 

16:00 – 17:00 Associate Officers: ‘Ask Us Anything’ 

SGSSS Associate Officers: Clara Seyfried, Dean Smith, Elliot Napier & Gladys Konadu 

(introduced by Dr Dely Elliot) 

Starting a PhD can feel like stepping into uncharted territory, full of excitement and uncertainty. 
In this Ask Us Anything session, Associate Officers at various stages of their PhD journeys will 
share candid insights, practical tips, and real experiences to help you navigate your first year and 
the years beyond with confidence. 

 

 

17:00 – 18:00   Drinks Reception 

Please join us for a drinks reception (soft drinks and wine will be available) as we celebrate the start 
of your time as a postgraduate researcher. You will meet some great people throughout the day, so 
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take time to relax and socialise with the SGSSS team and your fellow PGR students before you leave 
the centre.      

    

 

Day 2, 09:30 – 4pm 

 

09:00 – 09:30   Arrival, with Refreshments available 

 

09:30 – 10:30   Group 1: Computational Social Science 

SGSSS Associate Director, Dr Diarmuid McDonnell 

Computational methods are transforming research practice across the disciplines. For social 
scientists these methods offer a number of valuable opportunities, including creating new 
datasets from digital sources; unearthing new insights and avenues for research from existing 
data sources; and improving the accuracy and efficiency of fundamental research activities. 
 
In this session you will see a demonstration of automated text analysis, discuss the ways in 
which your research may benefit from adopting computational methods, and reflect on any 
concerns you may have with engaging in these methods e.g., AI and the environment. 
 

Group 2: Challenge Pathway Event Planning 

SGSSS, Associate Directors (Challenge Pathways): Dr Yuki Kamide, Professor Kathy Hamilton 
and Dr Shari Sabeti 

During this session you will meet with other students in your Challenge Pathway and the CP 
Lead. You will discuss and plan activities for the coming year and decide how best to make use of 
the cohort funds which are available to you. (Please try to remind yourselves of what you wrote 
in your studentship applications about what you could contribute to the Pathway and how you 
think being in an interdisciplinary group will benefit you). 

 

10:30 – 11:00   Break  

 

11:00 – 12:00   Group 2: Computational Social Science 

    (As above) 

Group 1: Challenge Pathway Event Planning 

    (As above) 
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12:00 – 12:40   Making the Most of your Studentship 

SGSSS Operations Team 

Students who are funded by SGSSS are eligible for various types of extra opportunities and 
entitlements throughout their studentship. From types of leave to travel funds, this session will 
highlight aspects of your studentship that go alongside your research to ensure that you have a 
well-rounded experience. We encourage attendees to read the Student Handbook in advance of 
the session. 

 

12:40 – 13:40   Lunch 

 

13:40 – 14:40  Research in Practice Placements 

SGSSS Research Impact and Partnerships Manager, Dr Victoria McQuillan  
Research in Practice is now a core part of the studentship award for ESRC funded students. 
There are two elements to Research in Practice, a placement and a programme of supporting 
training opportunities. The placement offers students the opportunity to experience a research 
role outside of the PhD, enabling you to contribute to specific work projects whilst developing 
your skills and experience. Victoria will talk about the types of opportunities available, and how 
to plan ahead for these. 

 

14:40 – 15:00   Closing Remarks 

SGSSS Director, Professor Graeme Nixon. 

 

 


